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MARITAL HISTORY 
 
 Please prepare for us the following information in either outline or narrative form. We 
prefer that it be typed since we will refer to it often. The more you include the better. The 
information you provide is the only real knowledge we have of your marriage/relationship and 
the contributions of both you and your spouse to the marriage. The facts of your relationship 
are crucial to a fair and reasonable outcome. Without full knowledge of the facts of your case, 
we cannot represent you to the best of our ability. You must trust us and be complete. Your 
communications to our firm will be kept confidential. Please cover these areas. This is not all 
that you should include. Include any points not covered that you think might be important for 
us to know.  
 
Your answers should refer to each question by number. In referring to any person, provide that 
person’s name, address, and telephone number. (Reference the person or persons who 
witnessed the event if there was someone else present.) 
 
1. COURTSHIP: Briefly discuss the time you and your spouse were dating up to the marriage. 

What did you own and/or owe when you were married? 
 

2. EDUCATION: Describe your education and your spouse’s education and/or training, 
including level of education achieved, who paid for the educational expenses and whether 
or not any loans were incurred for them. If there were loans, how were they repaid? Include 
any special contribution’s you or your spouse made to the other’s education and/or 
training. Give dates and amounts.  
 

3. CHILDREN: Describe each of your children. Include: A. their names and birth dates; and B. 
Growth and development; and C. Their health; (physical and emotional) and D. their 
educational needs; and E. your expectations of them; and F. The relationship each child has 
with you and your spouse; and G. What your role and contributions and your spouse’s have 
been toward the children. H. Please include any special needs of the children and their 
strengths and weaknesses. 
 

4. EMPLOYMENT: Describe your and your spouse’s employment history. What were your 
incomes? How did you share expenses? How did you save? Include any contributions that 
either of you have made to the other’s employment and promotions, such as entertainment 
of your spouse’s professional associates and actual labors at your spouse’s employment. 
Include educational backgrounds. If you or your spouse has a resume, make a copy for our 
office. 
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5. GIFTS: What gifts or inheritances have you received from either of your families? Who was 
the inheritance or gift recipient? How were they made and how were they used? Were the 
funds or investments kept in separate accounts or commingled into joint accounts? 

6. INJURIES: Were you injured? When, where, and what was the circumstance? Did you make 
a claim for monies? If so, did you receive any monies and what happened to it? 
 

7. ASSETS AND DEBTS: What assets and liabilities did you have prior to your marriage? What 
assets and debts did you acquire during your marriage? What did you do with those assets 
and liabilities? Please describe all assets and liabilities kept separate and apart from jointly 
held or titled accounts. Detail the acquisition of assets and any existing debts. Tell us in 
whose name each asset is titled and who signed the indebtedness, and what part each of 
you played in acquiring those assets or the incurring of the debts. 
 

8. COUNSELING: What counseling, psychological or psychiatric treatments have either you or 
your spouse received, either individually or together? Provide names of counselors and the 
dates counseling occurred. 
 

9.  CONFLICTS: What events and conflicts have given rise to the breakdown of your marriage? 
Describe the “rotten” things either of you have done, if any. Be as fair to yourself and your 
spouse as you can. Give examples. 
 

10. MAJOR EVENTS: Detail any major successes or tragic events that have occurred during your 
marriage. 
 

11. HEALTH: Give a health history of yourself, your spouse, and your children, including any 
major operations or medical conditions. Indicate the names and addresses of physicians 
treating any of you for any current problems. 
 

12. PLANS: Provide me with what you can project as a plan for your future, specifically focusing 
on the next five [5] years and your commitments and needs for yourself and your family for 
that time. 
 

13. PRIORITIES: State your priorities in terms of what you hope to achieve in this dissolution of 
marriage. Please be specific regarding child “custody” and “visitation,” (now referred to as 
shared parental responsibility, sole parental responsibility, and ultimate responsibility and 
time-sharing) child support, alimony, division of property, division of debts and all other 
issues that are important to you. Describe the days, times, holidays, and vacations you think 
your children should be with you. Describe your priorities in order from the most important 
to the least important. 
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14. WHAT WOULD YOU SAY? What are the worst and best three things that your spouse would 
say about you? What are the worst and best three things you would say about yourself? 
Give examples of worst and best. 

15. PRIOR MARRIAGES: Please include if you have been married before and if you have any 
current support obligations. Please provide a copy of all court orders, agreements, and 
judgments.  
 

16. OTHER: Please describe any other factors or events you feel will help demonstrate to the 
Court your points and for the Court to make a fair decision. Please write this as if you were 
informing a stranger about your marriage and what you would want them to know to 
decide the issues including examples of incidents that prove your point(s). The major issues 
in dissolution of marriage cases are; parental responsibility and timesharing, division of 
assets and debts, alimony, child support, and any question about divorce you may have. 


